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ABSTRACT

This study was aimed at analyzing home-court advantage of the four major professional sports leagues in America through the data

analysis on home field games performances of each professional sports league from 2002 to 2008. Researcher adopts Barry (1999)

and Courneya and Carron (1992)’s judgmental principle of “Home-court advantage” (the home team’s winning percentage is

more than 50% or the difference in the winning percentage of home/away field is higher than 5%) and undertakes the data analysis

by means of the descriptive statistics, chi-square tests. Some conclusions have been reached as below: 1.On the whole, home-field

advantage does exist in Major League Baseball (MLB) games, and the performances on home/away fields are apparently different.

2.On the whole, home-court advantage does exist in National Basketball Association (NBA) games, and the performances on

home/away courts are apparently different. 3.On the whole, home-field advantage does exist in National Football League (NFL),

and the performances on home/away fields are apparently different. 4.On the whole, home field advantage does exist in National

Hockey League (NHL), and the performances on home/away fields are apparently different. 5.The four professional sports leagues

’ home field winning percentage, from high to low, are ordered as below: 1. National Hockey League (NHL), 2. National

Basketball Association (NBA), 3. National Football League (NFL), and 4. Major League Baseball (MLB).
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