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ABSTRACT

After more than 15 years of experience with Environmental Impact Assessment, the government of the Socialist Republic of

Vietnam is set to introduce a new Law in Environmental Protection (LEP), in November 2005, in which Strategic Environmental

Assessment (SEA) and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) were amended and complemented. In general, the new LEP has

been recorded as an achievement in environmental management. However, evidence shows that EIA has not yet evolved

satisfactorily in Vietnam.

Wood’s criteria are used to assess the Vietnam EIA system. These criteria focus on the requirements and operation of EIA process.

Three different EIA systems are compared in this study: the United State of America - a developed country, Taiwan - a

quasi-developed country and Vietnam - a developing country.

Based on the result of this research, various shortcomings of the Vietnam EIA system are revealed. These include: lax legal

framework, deficiencies in cumulative impact and alternative of action, inadequacy in scoping and lack of effective public

participation.

On the basis of this analysis, the opportunities for taking advantage of the current foreign EIA systems for strengthening that of the

Vietnam are identified.
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