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ABSTRACT
Garden design style has been one of the important art forms exhibiting local culture. With different layout of planting for each design
style, it needs various maintenance means so as to upkeep and fulfill its unique style and characteristics. Since in most landscape
designers’ works, they are found to be lacking the assessments for plant’ s growth after completion of landscape jobs, consequently
it is unlikely to comment advantages and drawbacks in the sense of maintenance of the planting layout for different design styles.
Therefore this study conducted researches of three design styles for courtyard commonly seen in Taiwan with the main purpose in
comparing each style for the planting design characteristics, in addition to maintenance status so as to provide as future references
for professional designer, maintainer and researcher as well. This research first starts to collect relevant documents for garden
planting design style, environmental factor at the courtyard, planting maintenance method, etc. Then, through selecting three styles
with nine study cases upon which this thesis conducted researches, then it is followed with onsite survey and interview so as to
explore its planting design characteristics, planting growth environment and planting maintenance technique. The summarized
findings based on case studies are: 1. Design style and planting design characteristics: English natural design style is more leaning
towards the varieties of plant, and less towards the repetitiveness of layout. The European design style tends to be reflected evenly in
planting variety, modeling and profiling, coloring, texture, balance, scaling and repetitiveness. Tropical rainforest of the South Sea
design style is less concerned with modeling, balance, ratio and repetitiveness. 2. Design style and planting growth environment:
English natural design style demands more in the capacity of soil condition and humidity, less in luminance and wind resistance.
Whereas, the European design style tends to be less demanding in soil condition and humidity, on the contrary, more in luminance.
Tropical rainforest of the South Sea design style is least concerned in soil condition and more in luminance variance and wind
resistance. 3. Design style and maintenance: The ease for maintenance for both Tropical rainforest of the South Sea design and
European style are varied, nevertheless in this category, the English natural design style is surprisingly the most complex and difficult
one.
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