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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study was (1) to identify the current participation moti-vation and social support of the dodgeball players

from elementary schools in Taichung County; (2) to compare the differences among selected demographic variables on par-ticipation

motivation and social support; and (3) to analyze the relationship between participation motivation and social support. A

questionnaire was used for data col-lection, and it included three parts: (1) personal information; (2) Participation Motiva-tion Scale;

and (3) Social Support Inventory. The participants were 640 dodgeball play-ers randomly selected from several elementary schools in

Taichung County. After delet-ing the invalid responses, a total of 482 (75.3%) were coded and under further analysis. The data were

analyzed through descriptive statistics, independent sample T-test, one-way ANOVA, Scheffe comparative method, and Pearson’s

product moment correla-tion by SPSS (Windows 12.0). The findings of this study were as follows: (1) The means of elementary

school dodgeball players were moderately high on both participa-tion motivation and social support; (2) The significant differences

were found on par-ticipation motivation in variables, such as gender, team qualification, accomplishment in study, and skills ; (3) The

significant differences were found on social support in vari-ables, such as gender, team qualification, accomplishment in study, skill ;

(4) Participa-tion motivation and social support showed significant positive correlation.
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