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ABSTRACT
In 2005, duck eggs from Hsien-hsi Township and Shen-gang Township in Changhua County were detected to contain dioxin
exceeding the levels permitted by EU regulations. Ducks and duck eggs from eleven (11) duck farms were destroyed to prevent
contaminated products from reaching the marketplace. Among them, duck meat and duck eggs from eight farms contained dioxin
exceeding the levels permitted (seven in Hsien-hsi Township and one in Shen-gang Township. The other three farms were not found
with excessive dioxin (one in Hsien-hsi Township and two in Shen-gang Township). This report investigates and keeps a chronicle
record of the measures taken by authorities from central to local governments, and the self-relief remedies taken by lawmakers, duck
farm owners, local citizens and civil societies. The contents of this report include the following: 1. The background and origin of the
incident: A faithful description of the of the occurrence of incident staring from the duck egg sampling and analysis by Food and
Drug Administration of Department of Health to the incineration of the contaminated ducks and duck eggs. 2. Measures taken by
competent authorities: an ad hoc team was co-organized by Environmental Protection Administration, Council of Agriculture and
Department of Health to handle the crisis. Their tasks included investigating the source of pollution, preventing contaminated
products from reaching the marketplace, inspecting dioxin level of ducks, duck eggs and feedstuffs, compensating farmers who have
had contaminated ducks and duck eggs incinerated, building a model for safe duck-farming, Carrying out risk communication and
health care. 3. Measures taken by local government and remedies taken by duck farm owners and local citizens: the actions taken
included holding public hearing on the incident, holding seminars for educating local citizens on dioxin hazard, trying appealing
petition to central and local government, filing lawsuits against government officials for misconduct offence, and requesting for
compensation from the polluter. 4. Conclusion, discussions and recommendation: Discussing the environmental, economical, and
health impact of the dioxin-polluted duck egg incidents on people of Hsien-hsi Township and its neighborhood. The experiences
learned from in response to the handling of the incident and some recommendations for better handing such a polluted incident in
the future were also provided.
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