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ABSTRACT

There are all kinds of user fees in our daily life: administration fee and legal fees, to name just a few. The scheduling of various user

fees has enormous impacts to the rights of people. In order to fulfil the users-pay principle and improve the fee structure, the

Taiwanese government in 2002 issued and implemented the Charges and Fees Act, which stipulate the standards of costs that should

be taken into consideration when it comes to the fee schedules, in order to promote the equality of financial burdens on people and

safeguard people's rights. This research paper applies activity-based costing to contribute the costs of the resources in the court of the

case study into individual operations and thus their matching cost items, so that more real costs of legal service fees are derived. Such

true costs are compared against the corresponding charges in order to understand whether the charges are in line with the spirits of

the Charges and Fees Act. The finding of this research project is aimed to serve as a reference to the regulators in their structuring of

user fee charges. This research paper finds that execution fees, and notary fees that the court in question levies are greater than its

service costs and the margin is equivalent to 10% or less of the expenses on the individual basis. Such a practice is in line with the

cost-recovery principle. However, the litigation fees,the deposit fees charged for non-litigation events are not sufficient to cover the

service sots and the shortage exceeds 90% of the costs, which is obviously not in line with the cost-recovery principle . This research

paper suggests that the government should classify or increase subject in budgetary accounting item ,and examine the fee service cost

of the rule, and consider the principle of charging, examine the rule fee and seek the standard of accepting, review the schedule for

deposit fees and explore the possibility of raising the fees in order to meet with the cost recovery principle and to ensure the equality

of public finance, so that the government does not have to shoulder the service costs of particular individuals by imposing the burden

onto the general-public tax payers.
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