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ABSTRACT

Chinese medicinal wines have been made by submergence of Chinese medicinal plants with white wines or the other wines, or by

rice fermentation with the medicinal plants for white rice wine making for several thousand years. In this study, ginseng wines were

made from ginseng (Panax quinquefolius) submerged with rice wine, and also made from rice-wine-making fermentation with

ginseng. The objective of this study was to compare some active compounds (ginsenosides) in ginseng wines made by fermentation

with those by submergence. These were three active compounds (ginsenosides Rb1, Rc, Re) for this study as the standard indices. In

general, the Rb1, Rc, Re contents of ginseng wines made by submergence were higher than those made by fermentation. The active

compounds of the cooked ginseng seemed to be more easily extracted rather than those of the uncooked ginseng. The order of the

active compounds contents was Re>Rb1>Rc, due to the order of polarity or hydrophilicity of the compounds in 20% or less alcohol

ginseng wines.
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