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ABSTRACT

ABSTRACT In recent years, because of the improvement of the economic, people in Taiwan now concern more about their daily

diet. Consequently, Taiwanese’s idea toward what is nutritional is changing, and the quantity and quality of patients’ nutritional

care has been improving greatly. Besides, the decrease of birth rate, the inadequate doctor visiting times as well as the drug abuse

resulted in the aging of the society and the increase of the long term chronic diseases. Facing these changes, the government hospitals

and the clinics are doing their best to expand the chronic disease wards and health care institutions. In order to take care of the

nutritional problems of the acute and chronic diseases patients after the surgery or with the diabetes and renal disease, the Bureau of

National Health Insurance developed a special co-payment policy as it first established. It shows the effort the government has

improved the patients’ nutritional care. Hence, providing a complete and balance nutritional supplement product to the health

care professionals is imminent. This study has a entire structure to introduction into the requirement in the market of tube-feeding

nutriment — the special nutritious food used by the domestic patients, and the information gathered such as the change of

old-people population, number of sickbeds, number of home nursing organizations, and the amount for use in the past years. The

results show that the society formalize of this country did enter into senile society in 1993 and the number of people above the age of

65 was as high as 1,870,000 in 1999, accounting for 8.4% of the total population. The number of sickbeds in domestic hospitals and

clinics had also increased from 45.1 in 1991 to 56.8 per 10,000 persons. The number of home nursing organizations had increased

from 125 in 1986 to 299. According to the data provided by Directorate General of Customs, Ministry of Finance, the amount of

importing this kind of products had increased from US$20,259,689 in 1995 to US$28,506,696 in 2000. It is further revealed from

the data provided by Central Health Insurance Bureau that payment for tube-feeding food for hospitalized patients had increased

25% annually on the average from 1996 to 2000. The above results have informed us that this market is developing prosperously.

Therefore, we hope that these results of study will serve as a reference in the lead operation for those senior traders in food and

nutriment industries in this country who intend to develop this product. Key Words : Enteral Nutrition, Special Food, Registration
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