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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this research is to differentiate respective varieties of family social capital and social competence for fifth and

sixth grade students, and explore their correlation by using the mechanism of canonical correlation analysis. One linear regression

model is also proposed to predict social competence by selecting four factors of family social capital as predictors. In stratified

sampling, 825 observations including 819 valid ones are drawn from all fifth and sixth grade students in Taichung City, Taiwan. In

this study, the main instruments of collecting quantitative data are Social Competence Scale and Family Social Capital Scale. The

notions of social competence and family social capital refer mainly to those of Merrell (2010) and Coleman (1988), respectively. The

main results of this paper are as follows: (A) The upper primary students of different gender significantly differ in their family social

capital. Female students are significantly more likely to have higher average parent-child interaction than male students. (B) There is

an interaction between two variables, namely primary caregiver and student gender, in social competence. (C) There is an

interaction between two variables, namely primary caregiver and student family structure, in family social capital. (D) In the upper

primary grades, the set of parent-child interaction, family rules, parent-school interaction and parent-community interaction is

highly correlated with the set of self-perception, social cognition and social skills in the sense of canonical correlation. In particular,

there is the highest intercorrelation between parent-child interaction and social competence. (E) Using linear regression to model

social competence by selecting three principle components extracted from Family Social Capital Scale as predictors. The result of

this study provides some suggestions for families, schools and future research to enhance social competence and family social capital

of primary school students.
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