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ABSTRACT
Since studies on content analysis of visual art courses in arts and humanities textbooks have been rarely seen, this thesis performs a
work of content analysis with the topic of visual art in the field of arts and humanities textbooks. In this thesis, the textbooks are
restricted to the range of elementary school education. This work in this thesis will be helpful for teachers to decide a proper
textbook for students. This study conducted content analysis of the second-stage and the third-stage arts and humanities textbooks in
elementary school education. From textbooks published by Nan-1, Kang-Hsuan, and Han-Lin, 24 textbooks (8 from each) were
selected. Three methods for content analysis of textbooks are adopted in this thesis, which are documentary analysis, content analysis
and comparative analysis. Based on the guidelines of arts and humanities teaching material released by Ministry of Education in
2008, analysis and evaluation of visual art courses in arts and humanities textbooks is finished by three experts in this field of arts and
humanities, which are composed of the author, and the other two teachers serving in the elementary school. The main findings and
comparative results from analysis of the selected second-stage and third-stage arts and humanities textbooks (24 in total) are
summarized in the following. The first outcome is that in the part of “ performance exploration” , the textbook of Nan-1 performs
best on “ performance technique.” The second finding is that both Nan-1 and Kang-Hsuan textbooks contain more contents about
“ modeling element” in the category of “ basic concept.” The third research result is that in the category of “ art and history
culture” , Kang-Hsuan versioned textbooks achieve the best performance on “ understanding of artists and works.” In the fourth
part of content analytical results of “ art and living,” both Nan-1 and Han-Lin textbooks concentrate on “ taking good care of
environments and resources,” and the series of Kang-Hsuan textbooks put much emphasis on “ art of living.” Finally, the last
part of research findings is that for the above-mentioned four central issues, Han-Lin pays much attention to “ art and living,” and
the other two versions of textbooks focus on “ performance exploration.”
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