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ABSTRACT
An important topic for contemporary education is to cultivate children’ s reading habit and motivate them to take the initiative in
reading. Since picture books are a key way to lead children to the world of books, this thesis attempts to examine the different
impacts of oral storytelling and electronic picture books on the comprehension of third and fourth graders, as well as being of
reference for parents’ and teachers’ while selecting teaching materials. Based on the quasi-experimental research design, the third
and fourth grade students of the researcher were selected as experimental subjects. Results of midterm grades in Mandarin have
been used as the control variables. A class was randomly selected as the “ electronic picture books group” while the researcher’ s
class was designated as the “ oral storytelling group.” After lectures, students of both groups received tests on their comprehension
of stories. Statistical analysis on acquired data was analyzed by independent sample t test. The results show that for stories with
shorter and simpler plots, oral storytelling exceeded electronic picture books in teaching performance. For stories with longer and
more complicated plots, there was not any obvious difference between the learning effects of both student groups. Students with
different levels of Mandarin ability were lectured via oral storytelling or electronic picture books. For stories with shorter and simpler
plots, there was not any obvious difference between the learning effects of both student groups. However, for longer and more
complicated stories taught via both methods, students with better ability in Mandarin level performed better in comprehension of
stories than students with lower ability level.
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