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ABSTRACT

For the time being, English is the very important language by which we may get the latest information and knowledge in order to

connect the world. In Taiwan, the authorities concerned also spare no effort to promote English learning . In addition to limited

learning hours at school, teachers also try hard to make students cultivate the ability to study on their own. The best approach to

increasing students’ vocabulary capacity is to encourage them to study extensive reading materials. However, most English

extensive reading books designed for senior high school students on the market place too much emphasis on the spread of

information. Word-filled pages put students under much stress, let alone attract their interest in reading them. In order to make

learning more efficient, adding illustrations and pictures to the reading materials is a very effective learning strategy. Illustrations or

pictures are generally divided into five categories: decorative pictures, representational pictures, organizational pictures,

interpretational pictures and transformational pictures. Decorative pictures make reading materials more artistic, but they usually

have nothing to do with the context of them; representative pictures visualize abstract descriptive words , making them concrete and

real；organizational pictures make structures of descriptive words, procedures and steps presented in diagrams；interpretational

pictures may clarify intangible as well as abstract concepts, and explain them through analogical and allegoric pictures

；transformational pictures decode the critical information into more concrete and systematic pictures which are easier for students

to memorize. Pictures added are indeed to make learning more efficient. This study focuses on the five types of pictures and

compares them in many aspects with a test and a survey carried out by giving the students questionnaires inquiring them questions

about drawing attention, inducing interest, helping comprehension and assisting in their recollection of the context. The research is

aimed to offer teachers some alternative elements for reference when they are trying to choose extensive reading materials for

students, and hope that publishers can brainstorm further to give birth to more reading materials added with beneficial pictures.
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