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ABSTRACT

Play facilities for children are to be seen everywhere in the parks and outdoor play grounds in Taiwan. However, in addition to the

safety consideration and design for children, what children really want is often neglected. Children are getting bored of play facilities

such as slides and seesaws which no longer interest children any longer. Independent game space, first started in the USA and

Europe, are getting noticed and yet not popular in Taiwan. Children are able to gain a sense of achievement by creating their own

play area. Additionally, the flexibility of the independent game space also provide more options for children to choose from which

extend the time that children stay in the play area and better fulfill their needs during their play time. The current study, based on

the Nest Building Camp by the Humanistic Education Foundation, will provide literature review, comparison of data collected,

discussions on the pros and cons of independent game space. Comparisons between the Nest Building Camp and the outdoor play

grounds in Taipei City in relation to materials, construction and safety, convenience of possible reconstruction, and differences

between participation and challenge will be presented, and suggestions will also be provided. Finally, according to the results of the

current study, it is suggested that what children want is not a well facilitated play ground but to acquire the competence of sociability

through independent participation. The results of the current study are to be used as a reference for future design of outdoor

playgrounds. Key words: Play facilities, Independent, Outdoor playground
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