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ABSTRACT

Educators in the field of English teaching have often suggested that English teachers could apply pictures or illustrations to the

written texts. However, not many studies have brought the concept of comic strips into teaching English at present. Therefore, the

main purpose of the present study attempts to investigate the effects of comic strips on EFL students’ reading comprehension in

Taiwan. 160 third-year junior high school students’ English reading proficiency were estimated, and they were divided into high

English reading proficiency class and low English reading proficiency class based on a placement test. The participants with different

English reading proficiency class were further randomly categorized into the text only group and the comic strips group. The

participants in each group were presented with easy and difficult texts only or easy and difficult comic strips. After the experiments

were completed, the questionnaires were conducted to facilitate the researcher to look into the correlation between the participants

’ reading anxiety and reading comprehension. The findings of the study were summarized as follows: (1) The participants’

reading comprehension in the comic strips group performed better than those in the text only group. (2) There was a significant

interaction among English reading proficiency, reading materials, difficulty levels, and reading comprehension. (3) The students with

high English reading proficiency whatever in the text only group and in the comic strips group outperformed the students with low

English reading proficiency in the same groups. (4) Reading anxiety had negative relationship with EFL students’ reading

comprehension.
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