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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the formation and development of water caltrop industry in Guantian, Tainan. To

examine the industry of water caltrop in Guantian from 1984 to 2011, this author read literature, collected data, participated in the

Water Caltrop Festival and interviewed farmers, wholesalers, leaders/members from production/sales classes, district offices and

farmers’ associations. Focus would be on the formation and development of water caltrop industry/culture in Guantian and the

influence of the Water Caltrop Festival on that industry. The results were as follows. 1. Water caltrop from Guantian were a famous

and delicious specialty because experienced farmers irrigated with clean water from Wushantou Dam the water caltrop fields, which

provided soft and fruitful soil favorable to the seeds. 2. The Water Caltrop Festival, starting from 1997, helped combine the industry

with delicate farming culture, attracted tourists and brought in more business. 3. Recipes for water caltrop and welcome gifts helped

heighten the value of water caltrop and foster a multiple culture of water caltrop The suggestions made by this author were as

follows. 1. To slow down the aging of population, the “small landlord and big tenant farmer” plan must be carried out to the full.

2. The government must bend every effort to encourage young people to pursue the industry of water caltrop. Their ever-increasing

participation in the farming industry would surely help the industry flourish remarkably.
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