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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to explore sex role, body image and peer relationship of adolescents. Questionnaire method was

used to a group of all public and private junior high school students in Taiwan. By stratified random sampling, 921 students were

selected as the sample. Those students completed four self-repost surveys, including Background Questionnaire, Sex Role Scale,

Body Image Scale, and Peer Relationship Scale. The data was analyzed by descriptive statistics, t-test, one-way ANOVA, Pearson

correlation, and regression. The results were as follows: (1) Among junior high school adolescents, androgynous type was the

dominant type of sex roles (33%), followed by the undifferentiated type (30%), feminine type (24%), and masculine type (13%). (2)

Gender difference in masculinity was not significant among adolescents, but female adolescents scored higher in femininity. (3) Girls

paid more attention to appearance and weight, while boys were more satisfied with their bodies. (4) Girls had better peer

relationships than boys, but no significant difference was found across different grades. (5) Adolescents whose parents were more

highly educated tended to have better friendships with peers. (6) Androgynous adolescents scored highest in satisfaction with and

attention paid to body images, and undifferentiated adolescents scored lowest in these two aspects. (7) There was a canonical

correlation between body images and peer relationships. Adolescents who paid more attention to their body images tended to have

better peer relationships. (8) For male, the androgynous, attention to appearance, feminine and self-appraisal appearance can explain

22％ variance of peer relationship; while for female, attention to appearance, androgynous, feminine, and father education can

explain 18％ variance of peer relationship.
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