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ABSTRACT

As the environment and Earth ecosystem keep changing, there is nothing more influential than the impact of such change upon the

people and lives on this Earth. How are we going to terminate the deterioration of our environment? Children are our hope of the

future. Teaching them environmental protection knowledge and establishing their attitude and behavior to care for the environment

are indeed the most important and urgent task.

Traditional isolation teaching way has been gradually eliminated from the current trend of teaching. Besides, current educational

trend is prone to cultivating students’ ability of critical thinking. Teaching methods are also becoming more diverse and creative.

Therefore, this study aims to apply “Tzu-Chi Environmental Protection Concept” to Environmental Education. Furthermore,

members from Tzu-Chi Teachers’ Association were invited to do team teaching, the purpose of which was to use resources and

people from the community, to give students different experiences of learning, and to provide teachers opportunities for

self-reflection upon their own teaching.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the application of “Tzu-Chi Environmental Protection Concept” to teaching

Environmental Education in elementary schools, of Chunghwa County, Taiwn, we study used a quasi-experimental design. The

samples of were second-grade children from Yuan-lin Elementary School, from which ten classes were selected. Among them, two

classes were used for pre-test; four classes were used as experimental groups while the other four classes were used as control groups.

In experimental groups, course plans containing “Tzu-Chi Environmental Protection Concept” were integrated into current

curricula but was not applied in control groups. Five weeks (600 minutes in total) was used for teaching duration. Meanwhile,

self-prepared “Questionnaire of Environmental Education Knowledge, Attitude and Behavior” was used as the research

instrument, which was also used for the pre-test and post-test of the teaching activities. Data collected from the pre-test and the

post-test was statistically analyzed through pair-sample t-test, one analysis of covariance (ANCOVA) and product-moment

correlation. Moreover, additional data, including worksheet, interview to students and teachers and teachers’ teaching journals,

were collected in order to understand the impact of these teaching ways.

Experimental resvots showed that after instilling “Tzu-Chi Environmental Protection Concept into students” mind, there’s a

significant difference between the experimental groups and the control groups regarding students’ knowledge in Environmental

Education, attitude and behaviors. Furthermore, the experimental groups performansce is better than that of the control groups. In

other words, the “Tzu-Chi Environmental Protection Concept” course may upgrade students’ positive Environment Education

knowledge, attitude and behaviors to some exteuts.

Pearson product-moment correlation coefficient indicates that there is positive correlation among Environment Education

Knowledge, Attitude and Behavior. In other words, the better students Environment Education Knowledge is, their Environment

Education Attitude and Environment Education Behavior are better.

Genenally, teachers and students took a strong attitude toward the teaching about “Tzu-Chi Environmental Protection Concept”,

they indulged in the class of active atmasphese, Through practice and activities, teachers and students capable of achieving learning

goals and helpful for the implementation of Environmental Protection curriculum.

Finally, based on the result, specific suggestions they are brought up for teachers as they teach Environment Education.

While teachers are in Environment Education class, they should pay attention to students’ response and activities training.

Meanwhile, teachers can use resources from parents and communities to evoke their teaching spirit more active and dynamic.

Research would be more meaningful when observation upon students’ attitudes and behaviors is used to design “Behavior

Examination Scale” for the purpose of long-term observation as well as for students to keep their own record and for their self

response.
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