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ABSTRACT
Wassily Kandinsky (1866-1944) was a pioneer of abstract painting in the twentieth century and also a leading figure of the sensibility
trend of modern painting.He is referred to as the father of abstract expressionism. This thesis analyzes and sums up Kandinsky’ s
conception of abstract art via literature review, and based on it,probes into abstract painting of the early 20th century.Kandinsky
created his first abstract painting in 1910 and in the same year began to write a book exploring spirituality of art—Concerning the
Spiritual in Art, which was published in 1912. The book talked about problems facing abstract painting at that time as well as future
goals, and explained at length his artistic philosophy from the spiritual principle of “ intrinsic needs.” Kandinsky emphasized that
art activity was a question in the spiritual domain and that the harmony of color and form, in its strict sense, should be based on
touching human souls. His objective was to, through his paintings, portray the souls vibrated by the external world and thus push the
existence of the external world into the dialogue of humans’ common experiences. This thesis also adopts as the research tools
Maslow’ s“ Hierarchy of Needs” (Abraham Maslow, founder of humanistic psychology, 1908-1970) and Transpersonal
Psychology’ s* Self-transcendence” to interpret Kandinsky’ s motive for expressing abstract painting with “ intrinsic needs.”
Maslow's psychological studies affirmed the freedom and independence of human creation. It also highlighted strong explanation of
human inherent spirituality—that is, the relentless actualization of self and even transcendence of self so as to reach the realm of
“ spiritual needs.” Finally, this thesis looks at Kandinsky' s works of different periods, analyzing the spirituality demonstrated in
them and understanding his tireless effort in experimental creation, which eventually gave birth to paintings that integrated
-velements of music, science, philosophy, etc. Kandinsky’ s works were the synthesis ofform and content in the development of art.
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