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ABSTRACT

This study adopted the action research approach for a 2-month instructional research with the 4th-grade pupils as the subjects. The

students were taught with the picture books “Rosie’s Walk”, “Happy Owl”, “I Am a Tyrannosaurus Rex” and “I Am a

Chameleon”; their progress in class was kept track of with the Self-Assessment Form and questionnaires, and their works evaluated

by means of the Children’s Pictorial Connotation Evaluation Form. Through the observation records, children’s works,

reflections, etc. in the teaching process, comparative analysis was conducted on the influence of the picture book instruction on the

children’s drawing performance. In respect of the course design, this study discovered that the picture book instruction course must

first take into account the children’s interest in and their ability to use the media of art, and then arrange the creative drawing

activities following the appreciation of picture books and understand the children’s study performance through multidimensional

assessment. In the process of picture book instruction, it was discovered that the children can interpret through the pictures and are

interested in those books closely related to their life experience. Picture book instruction can advance the children’s knowledge of

art and such artistic appreciation inspires their interest and enthusiasm in creation and cultivates their respect to others. As regards

its influence on the children’s drawing ability, picture book instruction has enhanced the 4th graders’ performance in terms of the

contents, composition, shaping and colours of their drawings, especially with more progress in the aspects of shaping and richness of

colours. Finally, suggestions based on the conclusions set forth above are provided for improving the instructional practices and for

future reference.
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